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Editorial 


1950, the centenary year of public libraries, now with us, must be a year of intense interest 
to all who read THe Lisprary Worwp. Preparations have been made by the Library 
Association on very generous lines for its celebration. We have our Royal Charter, and now 
we have the privilege of the Consort of the Heir to the Throne as our President. What is 
more, H.M. the King has become our Patron. Who shall think meanly of librarians and their 
work hereafter 2, No longer, too, shall librarians think meanly of themselves. The writer of 
this month’s Le/ters on Our Affairs, with some of which we may not entirely agree, is surely 
right in his assertion that the profession “‘ is arriving.” 
* * * * * * 

Before a glance forward, which must be speculative, we should as usual look backward. 
1949 was not a spectacular year. It had its failures. Our hope that a new Libraries AG might 
have been introduced in the present Parliament is not now likely to be realised. There may 
be reasons for this which do not concern the merits of the case. There have been no major 
library developments, but it has been a year of much interest and has maintained and has 
probably advanced the library service in other ways. There was no large building erected or 
opened, but there were some interesting smaller developments, such as the expansion of the 
temporary central library at Swindon; and at Hull, Mr. James Cranshaw showed how a 
somewhat unprepossessing decontamination centre, 100 feet long and 25 feet wide, and 
divided by interior blast walls into many rooms, could by judicious alteration, the adaptation 
of old furniture, with a few new additions, generous lighting and tasteful interior colouring, 
be turned into a most attractive branch library at Derringham Bank. An interesting example 
of temporary contrivance is a room in a small private hotel, rented on a five years’ lease, to 
form a lending centre for the Anchorsholme district of Blackpool. It is quite attractive. The 
Plymouth Public Library system, almost entirely wiped out as to buildings by the 1941 
Coventrating raids, which made the centre of the town a heap of rubble and devastated much 
of the rest, is being revived in a series of small, narrow prefabricated libraries ; the second of 
these, for Stonehouse, is at an important street junction. The feature of a quite useful building 
is that the wall-cases between the windows 7: outwards ten degrees from the wall. This 
proves very effective. , 

Perhaps the most desirable Mhenty of the year is nota public, but a hospital, library ; that 
at Southmead Hospital, Bristol, the financing of which comes from the Hospital Board, and 


the organising and furnishing from the City Librarian. Both in its attractive and most comfort- 
able furnishing, its comfort and good taste, it forms a model that we hope will fire the envy 
and emulation of many hospitals. 

* * 


* * 


The bibliographical achievements of the year have been two. First, the almost sudden 
appearance of Harrod’s Cataloguing Services, a card system, cataloguing books on the 
unitary principle and by Dewey and the Anglo-American Code. It is a remarkable achieve- 
ment, especially for a commercial undertaking, and the nearest approach yet to the L.C. sort 
of central cataloguing that we have talked about vainly for half a century. The work of 
cataloguing is, of course, done by registered librarians. This should not be confused, as is 
sometimes still the case, with the British National Bibliography, which is the second, and is 
a major event in the English book-world. That the British Museum, the Library Association, 
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the Royal Society and the other book associations should have co-operated so readily to produce 
a week/y catalogue, in the best cataloguing form—Dewey again and the Anglo-; American code— 
is a gratifying achievement. The first issues will probably have been in the hands of our 
readers by now, and there is no doubt that every library will be on its subscription list. The 
cost is negligible for so great a service. 

* * + * * * 

Points that have interested us this year have been, the successful manner in which Sir 
Ronald Adam presided over and interested the Annual Conference at Eastbourne, and the 
admirable organisation of the meetings by Mr. Wilfred Hynes and by the L.A. Secretary ; the 
two scholarly and at the same beautiful addresses by Mr. R. W. Moore and Dr. Esdaile given 
there, which we are glad to see the L.A. has made available as a separate ; the visit in April 
of 34 Danish librarians to tour our libraries—an event furthered by the British Council ; the 
re-emergence of the suggestion, this time made by the genial publisher, Michael Joseph, that 
a means test should be imposed upon users of public libraries ; the increasing and welcome 
activity of non-municipal librarians who become a greater force every year, as their quite 
ative and new Medical Seétion witnesses ;_ the excellent published reading lists of the Library 
Association, whose Publications Committee, under Mr. Gardner, is doing quite memorable 
work ; the live, successful continuance of Mr. Stephenson’s editing of the L.4. Record, who 
permits almost unlimited free discussions in his contributors’ columns ; even the most callow 
of them has his chance if he has something pertinent to say. The specialising on a subject 
for nearly a whole number now and then is all to the good, 

* * ok ok 


On the personal side we have had pleasure in knowing a knighthood has been bestowed 
upon Sir Hilary Jenkinson, who for more than thirty years has been associated with the L.A. 
and, in earlier days, with the University School of Librarianship as Examiner. Pleasant, too, 
0 all our readers is the O.B.E. bestowed in this month’s New Year Honours on Mr. P. S. 

Welsford. Mr. |. P. Lamb has been honoured with the M.A. degree, honoris causa, by 
Sheffield University, and no living librarian deserves more this recognition. 
* ok 

The principal appointment open in a year has been that of the John Rylands’ Library, 
but the new librarian has not yet been announced. The next is of Mr. J. Bebbington, deputy 
chief librarian, Leeds, to the chief librarianship of Belfast. Miss P. E. Morgan, of Manchester 
Reference Library, becomes the first woman chief librarian of Hereford. Mr. S$. E. Overal, 
the deputy librarian, succeeds Mr. Leyland at Walthamstow. Manchester, in Mr. F. A. Sharr, 
and Liverpool, in Mr. George Chandler, have appointed new deputy chief librarians. Mr. J. D. 
Reynolds, of Rugby, succeeds Mr. Seymour Smith at Finchley. Mr. E. A. Baker, who has 
been so successful as hon. secretary of the University and Research Section, leaves Holborn 
Public Library to become librarian to the Ministry of Food. Here, too, it is appropriate to 
congratulate ourselves upon the appointment as Editor and Chief Cataloguer to the British 
National Bibliography of Mr. A. J. Wells. We know he can succeed in this great task if any 


man Can. * * * 


Our ranks have ian thinned by death. The Library Association lost one of its Vice- 
Presidents in Dr. Isak Collijn, the learned librarian of the Royal Library of Stockholm. Miss 
Rosin Walsh, B.A., who held the large, arduous position of chief librarian of Dublin Public 
Libraries, died during the year ; and we have had to mourn the loss of the genial Edward 
Green, of Halifax ; Gervase C. Briars, who also had more than 50 years’ service ; the young 
county librarian of Cardiganshire, Ivor Davies, at 36 ; Robert Bain, the former chief librarian 


of Glasgow ; and Frank Haigh, of Halifax. 


There have been library publications during the year of some mark. The most obvious 
is the new edition of Brown’s Manua/, which appeared in O&ober. A book that has been 
welcomed is Raymond Irwin’s Librarianship, a valuable, steadying and unifying study for 
these times, which, as the work of a practical library thinker, should certainly accompany 
Brown. We may remark that November saw the publication of Wise Men from the West (Dakers), 
a volume of poems by Arundell Esdaile. Those who know the author’s work in poetry 
realise this itself to be an event. 


— 
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A Short Survey of Swedish Public Libraries 


By HANNA MARTENSSON 


Tue old ecclesiastical book collections of the eighteenth century may be called the predecessors 
of modern public libraries. In the middle of the eighteenth century the booksellers too started 
some sort of libraries where books could be borrowed. But libraries in the modern sense of the 
word did not exist until the nineteenth century. In this century there was an increasing interest 
in the education of children as well as of adult persons, and the importance of public libraries 
in the educational work was realised. The influence of England and, above all, Scotland is 
obvious. Public libraries began to arise in the small Swedish parishes and in 1868 their number et 
was 1,437, and more than half of the Swedish parishes had a library of their own. Library 
work Started in the country. The Dickson Library of Gothenburg (Dicksonska biblioteket, 
Goteborg), modelled upon English libraries, was opened as early as in 1861. It was the first 
Scandinavian library that got a building of its own in 1897. But otherwise library work did 
not concentrate on the towns until the end of the nineteenth century, in conneétion with the 
industrial progress and the great popular movements. The workmen’s library of Stockholm 
was opened in 1891 (Stockholms Arbetarbibliotek), and associations such as The Order of ig 
Good Templars and The Workers’ Educational Association started libraries of their own at 
the end of the nineteenth and the beginning of the twentieth centuries. In 1905 the public a 
libraries got State subsidies for the first time—small sums at first : 32,000 Swedish crowns to : 
634 libraries, 75 crowns at most to every library. This was the beginning, and from this time i 
the libraries have been developing. 

Nowadays there are in Sweden 1,541 public libraries with about 5,500,000 books, and more 
than 650,000 borrowers are registered. About 10,000,000 books are circulated in a year. 
Besides the public libraries there are in Sweden school libraries, hospital libraries, study circle 
libraries and libraries of military units. If you include those libraries, the total number of 
libraries is 8,916, with 11,750,000 books and about 22,000,000 loans. (The figures refer to the 
year 1947). A fifth of the population of Sweden borrows books from some sort of public 
library, and the number of books that every person borrows ina year is 13. The average figure 4 
is 3.25 books in a year per head of the whole population. : 

The public libraries are supported by the commune, but they also get state subsidies. 
The sum that a public library in a town with a well-developed library work can get from the 
commune can amount to 2 or 3 kronor per head. The State subsidies for the budget year 
1948/49 are calculated to be 3,000,000 Swedish crowns. 

Three inspectors of the libraries are appointed at the Board of Education in Stockholm. 
They have to examine applications for subsidies, go through book lists, inspeét the libraries, 7 
arrange library courses and publish catalogues of books. Moreover, there is at every library ; 
a library committee, appointed by the local authorities. 

The biggest public library in Sweden is the public library of Stockholm. The main 
library was built in 1928, its architeét was Professor Gunnar Asplund, and the cost of the 
building amounted to 3,000,000 Swedish crowns. (In 1932 the west wing was added). It has 
a very big circular hall, in which the books of fiétion are placed, and five reading rooms, in 
which the non-fiction are shelved. There is no special reference department, but the reference 
books are shelved together with the books that can be borrowed. The total number of books 
at the main library is 250,000. On the ground floor there are a newspaper room, with 123 
Swedish and 35 foreign newspapers, and a magazine room, with 800 magazines. Some news- 
papers, especially those of Stockholm, have been bound annually, but from now on the bulky i 
bound volumes will be substituted by microfilms. At present there are 48 branches in all parts 2 
of the town, big ones in the densely populated central parts and small ones in the suburbs. 
The total number of books of the main library and the branches is 700,000. The number of 
active borrowers is 140,000, or 20 per cent. of the population of Stockholm. In 1948, 2,474,690 
books were borrowed. 34.1 per cent. of all borrowed books were non-fiction. The total 
budget of 1949 amounts to 2,700,000 Swedish crowns. The library publishes printed cumula- 
tive catalogues, which appear twice a year. Moreover, it is publishing catalogues of special 
subjects, a catalogue of foreign fiction was published in 1947, and a catalogue of the books of 
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art will soon be issued. The public library collaborates with the school libraries of the prepara- 
tory and elementary schools, and buys, binds and catalogues their books. 

Other large libraries are the Dickson Library of Gothenburg (Dicksonska biblioteket, 
Géteborg), with 200,000 books, and the public library of Malm6 (Malmé stadsbibliotek), with 
250,000 books. Both of them are “ central ” libraries, corresponding to the English county 
libraries. Their task is to assist the public libraries of the county, lend them books, that are 
needed for studies, and send them itinerant libraries. At present there are 20 “ central ” 
libraries in Sweden. 

Unlike the Danish and Norwegian libraries, which have adopted Dewey’s classification 
system, the Swedish public libraries have a classification system of their own, with letters instead 
of figures. As a rule the libraries have a systematic catalogue, also used as a shelf list, and a 
dictionary catalogue. Printed catalogue cards have been available for some years, and from 
1950 the printed catalogue cards of the public library of Stockholm will be available to all the 
public libraries of Sweden. Unfortunately, a general subject index of Swedish periodicals does 
not exist. The Swedish Library Association issues printed cards of some journals, and the 
public library of Stockholm has stereotyped annual subject lists of some journals. The 
‘Technical Literary Association’ (Tekniska litteratursillskapet) issues printed cards of 
technical journals, classified according to Dewey. 

In 1926 the first library course was conducted, and from that year there have been library 
courses every other year, lasting from four to five months. The applicants to the school must 
have practised at a public library for about a year, and most of them are bachelors or masters 
of arts or have at least begun their studies at the university. The subjects that are taught at the 
course are bibliography, reference books, cataloguing, classification, the history of books and 
libraries, library work with young people, school libraries, archives, the be »okseller’s trade, 
library routine and organisation, popular education and general knowledge of books. In 1948 
the public library of Stockholm started a library school of its own. The candidates are under- 
graduates. It will take about three years for them to pass the lower examination qualifying 
them to become library assistants at the public library of Stockholm. The subjects are 
bibliography, cataloguing, classification, reference books, the history of books and libraries, 
the administration of libraries, library work with young people, popular education and general 
knowledge of books. There are written examinations in all subjects but popular education. 
To become librarians they will have to pass another examination with five subjeéts—advanced 
cataloguing, library administration, the history of books and libraries, paleography and 
archives, and the history of science. Moreover, they must be bachelors or masters of arts or 
have passed the written examinations in two modern languages at the university. A paper on 
a library subject is also required. 

The Swedish Library Association (Sveriges allmanna biblioteksférening) was founded in 
1915. It arranges annual library meetings and publishes a series, named The Handbooks of the 
Swedish Library Association and a journal, Biblioteksbladet (The Library Journal), which contains 
articles on library subjeéts and short reviews of new books. The Swedish Association of 
Public Librarians (Svenska folkbibliotekarieféreningen) was founded in 1938 to attend to the 
economic interests of the librarians. It publishes a yearbook, Béb/ioteket och vi (We and the 
Library), which concentrates on a fixed subject every year, for instance, in 1949 the 
rationalization of libraries. 

Influences from American and British libraries have been of the greatest importance. 
Open shelves, buildings, well adapted to libraries, a trained staff, new practical methods of 
work, junior libraries, the conneétion between library work and educational work in general— 
those are all things that we have learnt from Great Britain and America. And even today the 
Swedish librarians go to America and Great Britain to study their libraries and to get 
new ideas. 


* * * * * * 


We recorded last month the withdrawal of Frank Seymour Smith from library practice 
to bibliographical work ; and we have noticed with interest that Eric Leyland, who has won 
a reputation as a writer of boys’ books, has left Walthamstow to devote himself entirely to 
authorship. Both have our best wishes. 


— — 
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An Important Discovery of Biblical MSS. 


TuRee ancient Hebrew scrolls found in a cave south of Jericho in 1947 and since acclaimed by 
experts as the greatest single manuscript discovery of modern times, and the most important 
find ever made in the Holy Land, were placed on public display in the Library of Congress on 
Sunday, Oétober 23rd. This was the first time that these much publicised documents have 
ever been shown to the general public anywhere in the world. 

Believed to be over 2,000 years old, the three Hebrew scrolls include, among others of 
the sacred writings, a copy of the complete text of the Book of Isaiah in the original. 

These ancient relics of Judeo-Christian civilization are, according to some leading experts 
on ancient literature, a thousand years older than any previously known Bible manuscripts. 
They are exceedingly interesting for the light they shed on the text of the Old Testament, the 
background of the New Testament, and for their contribution to knowledge of Jewish 
literature and history in the period between the Old and New Testaments. To the Christian 
scholar they are of inestimable value, as even the latest of the new documents is believed to 
antedate the composition of the earliest book of the New Testament by a century or more. 

Until the chance finding of these scrolls, the report of which reads like a page from a Story 
of a thousand-and-one nights, only a few fragments of the Bible in the original Hebrew dating 
from before the ninth century A.p. were known. The discovery is the more remarkable as it 
Startled and amazed Bible scholars, who for decades believed that there is ‘‘ no probability that 
we shall ever find manuscripts of the Hebrew texts going back to a period before the formation 
of the texts ” with which we are now familiar. 

The exciting story began with a herd grazing in the foothills of the north-west shores of 
the Dead Sea, south of Jericho, in the neighbourhood of Ain Feshkha, in the summer of 1947. 
This was in the closing days of the British administration ; the area is now claimed by the 
Hashimite ruler of Trans-]ordan. 

An unwitting goat, dissatisfied with the parched vegetation of late summer, set out in 
search of greener pastures and led his leisurely Bedouin shepherd and the shepherd’s 
companion to a small circular opening in a rockface and down the aperture to a cave. In the 
dim light of the cavern’s interior the goatherd distinguished large earthen jars standing on the 
floor. The jars contained eight leather scrolls covered with an ancient script. With the inborn 
democratic instinét of true sons of the desert, the Bedouin divided the find in two equal shares. 

Disappointed, perhaps, at not finding the golden treasure they expected, the bewildered 
shepherds made off with their scrolls to dealers of antiquities in Bethlehem. One of the 
finders sold his four manuscripts to the Syrian Monastery of St. Mark in Jerusalem. The other 
got in touch with the Hebrew University on Mount Scopus, which eventually acquired his 
share. 

It soon became known that the more valuable half was bought by the Monastery, and it 
was through the superior of the Monastery, the Archbishop and Metropolitan of Jerusalem 
and Trans-Jordan, His Grace the Reverend Athanasius Yeshue Samuel, that the three 
manuscripts were loaned to the Library of Congress for the exhibit. 

Unfortunately, the fourth manuscript of the Monastery group requires expert handling 
before it can be unrolled, and was therefore not included in the exhibit. But the most valuable 
of this group, and, in fact, of all the new scrolls, is the virtually complete scroll of Isaiah, in 
a very early Hebrew script characteristic of the second century B.c. This scroll is 22 feet long, 
and is in a State of almost perfeét preservation. The two other manuscripts placed on exhibition 
include about half of a commentary on the first two chapters of Habakkuk, attributed to the 
first century B.c., and a kind of compendium of the doétrines and practices of a still unidentified 
Jewish seé& from the Maccabean period (165 to 37 B.C.). 

It is true that a few scholars in America and Europe have doubted the authenticity of 
these scrolls, or have claimed that they were of much later origin than supposed. Fortunately, 
the cave in which the Bedouin found the scrolls was carefully excavated a few months ago by 
two of the leading authorities on the archaeology of Palestine, Mr. G. Lankester Harding, 
chief curator of antiquities in the Hashimite Kingdom of the Jordan, and Father Roland de 
Vaux, direétor of the famous French archaeological and Biblical school in Jerusalem. The 
director of the American School of Oriental Research, Professor O. R. Sellers, an authority 
on ancient pottery, was also present during the work. The pottery was found to be 
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characteristic of the Maccabean Age, before the time of Herod the Great (37 to 4 B.c.). With 
this date Professor W. F. Albright, of Johns Hopkins University, leading American Semitist 
and internationally known archaeologist, who has excavated several sites of this period, 
concurs entirely. Interestingly enough, he had dated the scrolls to exaétly the same period on 
the basis of their script when he was first consulted about them more than a year ago, before 
the pottery was dated. 

Together with the pottery, Harding and de Vaux discovered hundreds of fragments of 
sheepskin containing similar writing, and some of the pieces proved to fit into the scrolls 
carried off by the Bedouin. Dr. H. J. Plenderleith, chief chemist of the British Museum, who 
has been working on the fragments, declares that there can be no possible doubt as to their 


antiquity. Library of Congress Press Release. 


The Librarian’s Half-day 


By “ A Crier Liprarian ” 
| PROPOSE in this note to discuss the librarian’s half-day, which has been only meagrely treated, 
if at all, in the literature of library administration. The problem, briefly stated, is that 
librarians are granted half-day holidays (on days throughout the week) when other people do 
not have half-days, and are so debarred from participation in herd aétivities. Condemned to 
solitude, they tend to become morose and self-centred in youth, until towards the end they 
have but two subjects of interest, themselves and the Dewey Decimal Classification. 

That there is some happy solution to the problem I do not doubt, and this note might 
be made into an indication of the one that I have in mind. But ‘‘ Festina /ente”’ (as a former 
graduate member of my Staff used to say to me in answer to protests about his rate of work). 
Yes, ‘* Festina lente.” | propose first to State (and examine) solutions which I have heard put 
forward throughout a long career, dividing them into three classes : (a) Counsels of Despair 
or Desperate Measures, (6) Counsels of Perfection and (¢) Others. 

Turning to (@) Counsels of Despair or Desperate Measures, | should say that the first 
of them has been put forward by librarians who have grown old (but not, as I shall explain, 
aged) in the service. These librarians have known many half-days, and above all the Perverse 
Half-day, i.e. the day when putting off sorrow like a garment, they have turned to enjoy the 
world about them, and found the half-day mos¢ unsuitable for the bit of the world they had in 
mind, Are examples needed ? Who, being a librarian, will forget the half-day so wet for the 
cricket match, so torrential'for the country walk, so bright and clear for the cinema ? The first 
of the Counsels of Despair is ‘‘ Wait. One day your half-day will be the same as everyone 
else’s.”” | have seen many an old lady and gentleman growing old but not aged in the service, 
eagerly awaiting a pension and a half-day on Saturday. In faét, the fantastic attention which 
many of them have paid to their health and well-being in this sure and single hope has at 
times seriously impeded the working of my library system. 

We come now to Counsels of Despair (2), often put forward by younger colleagues, in 
particular, | remember, by the former graduate member of my Staff mentioned above. It is 
simply for librarians to ignore the half-day, working through, as usual, after, of course, proper 
notice to Librarian or Chief Assistant for adjustment of time-sheets, etc. The suggestion indeed 
solves the problem. There can be no problem of the half-day, if there is no half-day. But I feel 
that the solution, like those of the young generally, and particularly of the former graduate 
member of my staff mentioned above, is too formal. Apparently logical, it ignores, I feel, some 
element not without importance in the question. 

The last proposal in this class, I feel, is not a happy one. It is that young assistants, at 
least, may employ half-days in an improving manner, e.g. by visiting outlying branch 
libraries in their system. Proffered to the former graduate member of my Staff mentioned 
above (readers may be tiring of him—I did), it evoked no Latin, nor even a lucid objection, 
but only an exclamation as, “* Visit the branch libraries |!” and a question as ‘‘ What do you 
think Lam ?” For the sake of accuracy, | should state that in front of ‘‘ branch libraries ” he 
put a word which Professor Higgins (readers will note the allusion) was accused one morning 
of applying to the butter, the bpots and the brown bread. But he was right. There are some 
sights the young should be spared ; and too many branch libraries, their architecture being 
alas! what it is, form, in the main, one of them. 


With (4) Counsels of Perfection and (¢) Others, | hope to deal in another note. 


— 
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Commonsense 
By D. P. Morrock (Student, School of Librarianship, Loughborough, Leicestershire) 

In 1942 Mr. Lionel McColvin told the library world that evidence of money ill-spent was 
everywhere, in the form of library buildings. It is apparent that energy was unguided in the 
early days, culminating in the architectural horrors that are so easily found. The layman 
might well be excused entering the Birmingham Central Library in search of a railway ticket, 
or confusing Norwich Central Library with the city baths next door. They are examples of 
enthusiasm which was not tempered by foresight, although it is difficult to condemn on those 
grounds alone. One age derides its predecessor, only to be harshly treated by its own children. 
Realisation of the funétional duties of an ideal library building has crystalised, and perhaps we 
can profit by the mistakes of the pioneers. In doing so, | hope we shall recognise another 
barrier to progress that is growing up with us. It is dangerous, a lusty and vociferous thing, 
and seems in the main to move unnoticed. 

To avoid confusion let us call it Jargon. A diétionary definition of the word is ‘‘ confused 
talk,” a phrase which suits my purpose admirably. A Frenchman might call it ‘* le dehors du 
bibliothécaire,” but it is sufficient if the former is remembered. It works under a succession of 
pseudonyms, one of the foremost being ‘ definitions.” Following the ediéts of the Library 
Association as set out in the Library Association Record for November, 1948, referring to 
County Libraries, we define a Service Point as a point at which one gives service. That is 
a workmanlike denotation of the term, but one might ask if any other meaning is possible. 
It gives the impression that the person responsible was at a loss to find enough words to define. 
Similarly the definitions state that a delivery van means a van that delivers books. With 
these as guides | can visualise the definition of a library book being given in the future as 
‘a book housed in a library.” That would, following present practice, have a number of 
subheads to deal with—*‘public,” ** private,” ‘‘ circulating,” and any other type of library book 
that the ingenious compiler could summon up. 

It is unfortunate that the student of classification theory starts with a disadvantage. This 
subject, while not being easy, might be better understood if the textbooks did not contain so 
much Jargon, in the sense of confused talk, that they verge on the incomprehensible. From 
a number of similar phrases I have chosen the following as representative. “‘ Perception is of 
the thing as such, and not of a particular this.” I am sure that for every one student that 
understands a sentence of that nature, there are ninety-nine discouraged and mystified. 

Mr. J. D. Stewart’s articles have made us realise how easy it is to become bemused by 
words, and contain a number of apt examples. We read of “ classificators” and 
‘ bibliobuses,” and not content, we continue to use direét contradiétions such as ‘* closed 
access.” 

This year has been outstanding in the general re-awakening of the profession, now that 
we approach the centenary. It is difficult to understand why such an occasion should warrant 
a spate of words, both written and spoken, which seem to have little relation to our real work. 
The UNESCO Public Library Manifesto stands alone in its statement of true ideals. Are 
librarians as a whole unable to find justification for their life’s work, and in order to keep their 
dignity, take refuge behind a welter of words, schemes, statistics and population-borrower 
ratios ? Do they find that professional status is enhanced by complaining of the intolerable 
burden under which they work ? In truth they are often hampered as a result of the work of an 
unimaginative predecessor, or their own slavish following of outdated routine. The same 
routine is made no better by additional complications. 

The public, the people that we try to serve, are not interested in these petty matters, and 
neither are we. This pre-occupation with the aids to our work serves only to confuse, and is 
preventing us from creating a worthwhile service. It would be more appropriate to use our 
energy bombarding the townsfolk with the wonderful news that the literature of the world 
is to be had for the asking, in the libraries of this country, if only that were true. We should 
not be content to count dumbly the number of people that come to us ; rather should we be 
ashamed of the few that we introduce to books. I am sure that the task of forming adequate 
libraries and getting our people to use them is the real purpose of librarians. It is being 
hampered by those who seek to blind themselves, and everybody else, to the worth of books, 
by the use of too much ingenuity, and too little commonsense. 
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Stewart’s Tabulation: An Extension for Museums 


By K. C. Harrison, M.B.E., F.L.A. (Borough Librarian and Curator, Hove) 


Some months ago I re-organised my correspondence files from the loose alphabetical system 
which prevailed before, to the Tabulation of librarianship of Mr. |. D. Stewart. The scheme has 
worked, and is working admirably as far as library papers are concerned, but some attention 
has had to be given to the museum side. It was noted beforehand that Mr. Stewart’s scheme 
gave hospitality to museum and art gallery matters, but it was felt that his treatment was a littl 
inadequate for such towns as Hove (and many others) where a separate museum and art 
vallery exists under the aegis of the librarian. 

Mr. Stewart has admitted to me, in correspondence, that his museum and art gallery 
schedules were put in merely to accommodate the material which is wished upon most town 
libraries where no separate museum exists. At Hove, the Museum of Art is a separate building 
coming under my direétion, and considerable correspondence is conducted on such 
subjects as arranging loan exhibitions, the acquisition of material, publications, enquiries, etc. 
I have therefore found it necessary to scrap the G 700 tables in Stewart’s scheme, and have 
substituted the following, which | publish (with Mr. Stewart’s consent and encouragement) 
for the guidance of other librarian-curators who may be thinking of arranging their papers 
according to this up-to-date, comprehensive and hospitable Tabx/ation. To those in doubt, | 
can confidently recommend its use. 

G 700 MUSEUM 
[G 700-709 divided according to General sub-divisions| 


706 Periodicals, Yearbooks, Museums Journal, etc. 
707 Associations 
I Museums Association 
2 S.E. Federation of Museums and Art Galleries 
3 National Art-Colleétions Fund 
4 Contemporary Arts Society 
§ Regency Society of Brighton and Hove 

708 Conferences 
709 Statistics, attendances 
710 Museum and Fine Arts Sub-Committee 
711 Membership 
712 Meetings, agenda, minutes 
713 Reports 
720 Building 
721 Extensions 
722 Alterations, repairs 
723 Decorations 
724 Lighting 
725 Heating 
726 Furniture and fittings 
727 Water 
728 Telephone 
729 Attendant’s flat 
730 Staft 
731 Appointments 
732 Grades, salaries, wages 
733 Promotion, annual reports 
734 Hours, time-sheets 
735 Leave, sickness 
736 Testimonials, confidential file 
737 Professional training 


738 Compliments and complaints 


740 
741 
742 
743 


750 
751 


752 


753 
754 
755 
756 
757 
758 
759 


760 
761 
762 
763 
764 
765 


766 


aw 


we 


om 


767 
768 
769 


770 
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Finance 


Annual estimates 
Expenditure, disbursements 
Income 
Sale of pictures 
Sale of catalogues 
Sale of official guides 
Sale of postcards 
Picture lending scheme 
Conveniences 
Miscellaneous income 


Museum objects and material 


Selection 
Aids 
Dealers’ Lists 
Sale catalogues 
Acquisition 
Purchase (see also G 782, 783, 792, 793) 
Gifts and bequests (see a/to G 780) 
Loans 
Exchange 
Loans to other galleries 
Disposal 
Accession records, stocktaking 
Picture Lending scheme 
Display methods, labels 
Conservation, storage 
Care and repair 
Valuation, insurance 
Enquiries from public 


Exhibitions 


Arts Council of Great Britain 

Art Exhibitions Bureau 

Viétoria and Albert Museum 

Georgian Group 

Other non-local sources 
Royal Society of Arts 
British Museum 
Tate Gallery 

Exhibitions from /oca/ sources 
Brighton Arts Club 
Sussex Women’s Art Club 
Association of Sussex Artists 
Attic Club of Ditchling 
Sussex County Arts Club 
Brighton and Hove Camera Club 
Brighton and Hove Sketching Club 
Sussex Archaeological Society 
Brighton and Hove Archaeological Society 

1951 Festival 

One-man shows (arr. A—Z) 

Other exhibitions 


Publications and advertising 


General publicity and advertising 
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772 Official Guide 
773 Postcards 
774 Film strip 
775 Conduéted tours 
776 Outside lectures on Museum 
777 Lantern slides 
778 Office Stationery 
779 Publications of other museums (arr. A—Z) 
780 Wilson Bequest . 
781 Reports and financial statements 
782 Purchases, pending 
783 Purchases, completed 
790 Hove Art-Colleétions Fund Association 
791 Reports and financial statements 
792 Purchases, pending 
793 Purchases, completed 
794 Membership 
795 Committees, honorary officers 
796 Lectures 
797 Outings 
798 Publications, news-sheets, stationery 


Librarian-curators who wish to use the above are quite at liberty to do so, and to make 
any alterations they wish, in order to suit their local requirements. Classification students 
might like to know that the above schedule was constructed from the actual material to be 
arranged. As in the Library of Congress Classification scheme, mnemonics are not used, and use 
is made of alphabetical sub-division when possible. 


The Private Papers of Edwin Pooter 
(Borough Librarian of Slow-on-the-Uptake) 
Il 

THERE is nothing to equal foresight in librarianship, and | pride myself that events never catch 
us napping at Slow-on-the-Uptake Public Library. Library work is just like a series of military 
campaigns. Simpson says that speaking as an old soldier, he thinks that it is just about as 
efficient. I’m not quite sure what he means, but | rather suspeét that he is having another of his 
sly digs at authority. Anyway, to get to the point, | have been making plans for our 
cataloguers and classifiers after the British National Bibliography gets under way in January. 
We shall want to keep them up to scratch, and as they would have a lot of time on their hands 
I propose to get the Reserve Store books fully catalogued. (They are so old they have only 
been listed on sheets chronologically when withdrawn from ordinary circulation.) | am also 
toying with the idea of changing over from classified to di¢tionary cataloguing. That alone 
will keep them going for years. We can also do a little more with weekly, monthly and quarterly 
lists of additions. 

I rang for Simpson to inform him of my intentions and pointed out that he would have 
to raise his Stationery estimates for the next financial year, as we should be using very many 
more catalogue cards. Simpson asked if he ought to put down a few hundred for cabinets as 
well, because we should have to file all the extra cards somewhere. A sensible idea for once 
you see, and I said of course he must, but, as usual, he went right off the rails and said that he 
thought that it would be better to throw the Reserve Store away uncatalogued, and that he 
had been labouring under the delusion that the British National Bibliography, from the 
librarian’s point of view, had been introduced as much to save “ cataloguing ” as to provide 
more ‘‘ catalogue.” He said that he would count the scheme a failure unless our saving on 
cataloguers’ salaries was greater than the cost of subscription and any other incidental 


expenses. 
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A section of our spacious showroom fitted throughout with “ READYRAK” shelving for which 
‘“IBOOKS ¢» CAREERS” are sole selling agents to Public Libraries 


TECHNICAL BOOK SPECIALISTS 


also large stocks of general books—fiction and non-fiction 


Descriptive catalogues issued on civil, mechanical, electrical, radio 
and automobile engineering, aeronautics, building construction 
and plastics. 


39, SOUTH AUDLEY STREET LONDON, 
and branches 


4 


General Manager: Claude®S, Gill, O.B.E. Telephone : Grosvenor 4781 ae 
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You can’t let your Deputy get away with that sort of talk. | was quite firm. I said that 
he wasn’t going to tear down the organisation | had built up with such care, in order to 
introduce his own new-fangled ideas. I had been doing the thinking for Slow-on-the-Uptake 
for the past twenty years just as my father had done before me, and we should get on better in 
future if he confined his outrageous suggestions to matters within his province. 

Simpson said in that case he needn't exa¢tly change the subject, as he was being pestered 
by the chief cataloguer for more shelf-room for the British Museum printed catalogue. I told 
him that he mustn’t turn right round and start bothering me with little things like that. 
Simpson said that the B.\/. Catalogue wasn’t a little thing now, and that it would be quite a big 
thing when it was finished. I told him that not being unacquainted with it | knew the uniform 
volumes looked very imposing on the shelf, and that it was my intention to have it moved into 
my office when it was completed. Simpson asked if he understood that | wished to have the 
finished Catalogue A—Z in my projected office in the New Central Library when it was built. 
| said that he had grasped the matter wonderfully quickly, as that was exactly what | meant. 
Simpson replied that the completion of both the B.M. Catalogue and the new Slow on the- 
Uptake Central Library might well coincide, but he doubted whether | should have the 
incumbency. | must have turned pale with anger at such a preposterous Statement, but I let 
my expression change to patient pity when he continued with the nonsense that he calculated 
that as it had taken 18 years and 42 volumes to get as far as COR, at the present rate of progress 
the whole thing would require 500 volumes occupying 100 cubic feet of shelf space, and that 
the early volumes would be 200 years out of date when “* Z ” was reached, and it was all safely 
installed in my office in the year of our Lord 2131. 

How can an otherwise sensible man get hold of such ridiculous ideas ? 


W. R. McC. 
Letters on Our Affairs 


THe New YEAR 
Centenary of the Public Libraries Acts—hail ! There will be too many, including yourself, 
writing on this engrossing theme for me to do more than wish all engaged in libraries the joy 
of this year. It has been a century of immense struggles for public librarians against poverty, 
obloquy, snobbery— intellectual and therefore of the most insidious type My dear! dirt 
and dog-ears ! How can you 2 ”)—and the incalculable meanness of the municipal Bumble ; 
a Struggle in which he built 4 profession, for it was in the nineties that librarianship of our sort 
was created. But it has been a century of slow-at-first, but later of accelerating, progress, so 
that today we seem to be arriving—-where > While we congratulate ourselves, that question 
persists. And not only in these years have public librarians travelled. Their colleagues in the 
national, university and other libraries have been going forward with them and, at some time 
maybe, each will regard the other as his companion on the way in a more intimate sense than 
now. | was immensely encouraged to learn of the election recently of Mr. F. C. Francis to the 
L.A. Council; it strengthens further what Dr. Esdaile called * the bridge” between the 
municipal and these other important sorts of library. After all the British Museum is the 
central library of England——it may be of the world, for although there are probably larger 
libraries today none is richer in its treasures—and it should be the centre of all British library 
life. 
WILL THERE BE AN INAUGURAL ? 
In January it is now our custom to hold an inaugural, or installation of the L.A. President. 
Tiat, | resumably, cannot be the case this month with the new Royal President in the 
Mediterranean. | do not know how that difficulty will be surmounted. It could be, if the 
suggestion we have so often made of late could be carried out—to make the Presidency nominal 
until the Annual Meeting and then to open our C onference, the whole body of the members 
being present, or as many as can get (say) into the Albert Hall, with the installation. Chaucer 
House is entirely out-moded for such an event. A room that holds not more than 200 can 
hardly be sufficient for the ceremonial assembling of a society of nearly 9,000 people. That 
needs no stressing. It will be interesting to watch the solution of the problem. On the other 
hand it is quite possible that the Duke may not feel he is able to seek such leave as would be 
necessary for his attendance at the Annual Conference. 
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G, BLUNT & SONS LTD, 


Established 1879 


LIBRARY BOOKBINDERS 
AND BOOKSELLERS 


Showroom: 100 GREAT RUSSELL STREET, LONDON, W.C.! 
Telephone: MUSEUM 5650 & 0335 


Head Office & Works: NORTH ACTON RD., HARLESDEN, LONDON, N.W.10 


Telephone: ELGAR 7411 -2-3 


HISTORY OF BOOKBINDING 


Selection of suitable 
trees for early bookbinding was 


made by Monastic Binders—oak and beech were 
carefully chosen to be felled and sawn into planks 
to make the wooden boards that were the first 
book covers 

Great progress has been made since those early 
davs, but the need for careful selection of binding 
material is even more important to-day. Modern 
Library conditions demand a tough, hardwearing, 
attractive material which is inexpensive——a factor 
that worried the Monks but little 

No other material fulfils these, and many other, 
conditions so wellas LINSON. To obtain nore 
issues and longer life, always specify LINSON 
bindings in the first instance. 


LINSON 


Bound in Linson— bound to last 


THE GRANGE FIBRE CO. LTD., EXCHANGE BUILDINGS, RUTLAND STREET, LEICESTER, PELFPHONE 


5322 
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There are 
So Many THINGs 

that | would like to discuss with you on the edge of this new year. One ts the amazing vitality 
of librarians at present. There is always a fear in older minds that their successors-to-be will 
let them down. This does not worry me. There may be over-enthusiasm but it is greatly to be 
preferred to apathy. | don’t mean that every librarian is a centre of originality and initiative ; 
we should soon be in a slough of contradictory methods and notions if he were, but I am 
willing to aver that there are more men with * go ” in them than we have had since the days 
of—well, never mind ; this generation has small use for history. Our library journals bear 
witness : even the smaller ‘* divisions ” of the professional societies publish journals in which 
| often find stimulating ideas. | don’t know if you have looked at the G.L.D. News, for 
example, the chief of these. It is small, well-written, condenses sound suggestions and some, 
of course, which are merely ‘* sounding,” but it is vital. There is a good one, a type-written, 
‘duplicated ” magazine, The Wessex Librarian, from the junior association covering that 
area. | leave out the greater journals. They have all improved in various ways as the 
conditions for publication have improved and many of them have changed their wrappers, in 
token as it were. 

Some librarians, it seems, have been much occupied with the 


War-Recorps AND Rotts oF Honour 
of their towns (possibly their counties, but that would seem a rather large order). Retired 
librarians have also been brought into this : Mr. Cashmore has compiled the Birmingham Roll 
and Mr. Sayers has published that of Croydon in the most massive local volume we have 
seen : Croydon and the Second World War (Croydon Corporation), a book of 600 demy octavo 
pages, with many illustrations. Both have spent about two years on their tasks. This is 
mentioned to lead up to the Roll for Librarians. Not everyone, especially the man who served, 
cares about such a Roll, but there are those who feel that the suffering and sacrifice made by 
each profession should be commemorated by its surviving members. I sometimes go into the 
British Museum, where on the wall of the passage that leads to the Panizzi Reading Room is 
the oak tablet on which the names of the fallen of the 1914 War are inscribed. | hope you, too, 
sometimes look at it. Sentiment, perhaps, but not of a vain sort, | urge. What is the L.A. 
doing about the six years’ war ? 
| see that Kensington has joined 


Tue Corps oF DiscopHiLires 
and, being duly impressed by that grand faét, | went today into the pretty little central lending 
library of Westminster, once more to see how this gramophone record business was progressing. 
On the wall above the bookcases in the attractive front room, which again is quite small, that 
gives off the gallery, are a series of pockets in which on standard-size catalogue cards are entries 
for the newer records. To secure a record the borrower removes the card and takes it to the 
pleasant assistant at the counter. The presence of the card shows the record to be “‘ in” and, 
no doubt, when a card is removed that of another record is substituted. It is a good indicator. 
| wish something in the nature of a public indicator for books in and out, without the dreary 
associations of the pre-Brown indicator library, could be re-introduced. It could be done ; in 
fact, anything could be done, but minds more ingenious are required to suggest the details. 
It isn’t library work, I still opine, but it has its own interest and as Westminster here, and at 
the Central Music Library at the Buckingham Palace Road Branch, has become the National 
Music Library for the country, records are more justified here than in most places. I am not 
much impressed by the alleged or real success of these record libraries at other places ; they 
are an expensive evanescent activity ; but this may be a sign of age in this writer. 
There is in many libraries 


A Time or Poverty 
as the financial year nears its close. Books, unfortunately, are not published in any relation to 
our budget arrangements. There are sometimes two months in the year when book-buying 
has to be slowed up. I see nothing fatal in it. Librarians usually divide their book fund into 
twelve parts, buying up to the twelfth for every month. It sometimes works, but | have often 
found it difficult to keep so logical a financial rhythm. 
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A CORDIAL 
INVITATION 


is extended to Librarians to visit 

our showrooms, where a com- 

prehensive range of new and 

second-hand fiction, non-fiction 

and technical titles is a ways 
available. 


STONEHAM’S 
Public Library 
Services Ltd. 


114 Shaftesbury Avenue 


(CAMBRIDGE CIRCUS) 
W.C.2. 


TELEPHONE: TEMPLE BAR 2821/2 


Kathleen Fidler 


has established a reputation as one of the 
most popular modern writers for children 
—a reputation that has grown due to the 
enormous success of her Broadcast plays. 


Titles now available 
THE BRYDONS GO CAMPING 
THE BRYDONS DO BATTLE 
THE BRYDONS IN SUMMER 
GUEST CASTLE 
(6s. each) 


MR. SIMISTER IS UNLUCKY 
MR. SIMISTER APPEARS AGAIN 
THE WHITE COCKADE PASSES 

(5s. each) 


Announced for Spring, 1950 


SURPRISES FOR THE BRYDONS 
THE BRYDONS IN A PICKLE 


LUTTERWORTH PRESS 
4 BOUVERIE STREET, LONDON, E.C.4 
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New Books 


STUDY NOTES ON THE NEW TESTAMENT. 
By GRevILLe P. Lewis, B.A., B.D. 
10s. 6d. net. 
These Study Notes should render a real 
service to the students of all denomina 
tions. The four Gospels, the Acts, and 
the most important chapters of the 
Epistles and the Revelation are included, 


DAYBREAK IN JAMAICA. 

By FREDERICK PILKINGTON 10s. 6d. net. 
\ chapter of Church history which tells 
the exciting story of the birth and growth 
of the Methodist Church (with reference 
to all Free Churches) in Jamaica, against 
the national background of the Island 
which has seen many vicissitudes and 
passed through periods of slavery, 
emancipation and redemption. It takes 
in its scope the historical, social, political 
and economic, as well as religious, life of 
the Island. (Illustrated with seventeen 
photographs). 

INTO HIS MARVELLOUS LIGHT. 

A Commentary on the Letters of St. Peter and 

St. Jude. 

By Joun W. Wateruouse, M.A., B.D. 

7s. 6d. net. 
This is written in simple non-technical 
form which should appeal to the general 
reader who nevertheless wants to make a 
serious and consecutive study of this 
important and interesting section of the 
New Testament, and should help many 
to realise afresh the relevance of the 
Christian faith for today. 

THE ADORATION OF THE LAMB. 

Lenten Studies. 

By J. Ernest Ratrenspury, D.D. 6s, net. 
Forty days of thought, meditation, and 
resolution it is claimed, are the most 
important and fruitful ways of cele- 
brating Lent. The Lamb of God which 
taketh away the sin of the world, viewed 
in different aspects, is the central theme 
of all of these studies. 


ONE CATHOLIC AND APOSTOLIC CHURCH. 

Broadcast Talks. 
Six broadcast talks by an Anglican, a 
Congregationalist, a Presbyterian, a 
Methodist, a Roman Catholic and a 
delegate to the First Assembly of the 
World Council of Churches atAmsterdam. 
Paper boards. 3s. 6d. net. 


NEW EDITIONS OF 
Dr. F. W. BOREHAM’S BOOKS. 


My PILGRIMAGE 7s. 6d. net. 
A Late LARK SINGING 6s. net. 
THE LUGGAGE oF LIFE 5s. net. 


THE EPWORTH PRESS 


25-35 City Road, London, E.C.1 
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That triviality leads me to the obvious comment that we have all just completed our 


ANNUAL EstriIMATEs 
and we have been faced with a general mark-time policy. It really would be interesting to 
learn of a library which had increased its estimates this year. | always do increase on paper 
my book fund ; it is only honest business to do so, for | am convinced that | have never yet 
had enough money for books, to say nothing of paint and other essential but often nevlected 
things. | do not, let me confess, realise the whole of my paper dreams. Do you ? 
This is 
THe Montu or ExaMINnation 

for the candidates in the November—December examinations. Formerly this was a sort of 
subsidiary examination, designed for those whose professional studies had been interrupted 
by the 1914 War. Once begun, it proved so usetul that it has been continued so that all 
candidates can have two chances a year instead of the one chance in May which was ours in our 
pre-examination days. Opinions on the papers are various. Some tell me that some of the 
Entrance questions were too stiff. I have glanced—only glanced—through the papers, but 
they seemed to me simple enough, and in the Registration set some were more simple than in 
recent examinations. | daresay | should fail them most emphatically. Which is a sobering 
New Year thought ! Vale ! 

AmEL ANU. 
We do not hold ourselves responsible for the opinions of the writers on’ LETTERS ON OUR AFFAIRS.” 

L:ditor, Tur Liprary 


There have been some notable retirements of men who have done notable service, most 
of them occurring at the end of last year. Bailey of Hampstead, whose generosity and 
efficiency will be missed; George R. Bolton, once Editor of The Library Assistant, who has 
held many Association and Regional System offices, has a great name as war-worker, is a 
splendid photographer and above all, from our point of view, created the modern library 
system of Watford, which is an enviable one ; Reginald W. Brown, whose name will live 
long in Northampton; Arthur John Hawkes leaves the Wigan Libraries, with a wide 
reputation as a scholarly, original and creative librarian, whose work has been worthy of our 
best traditions ; and Helliwell, of Southwark, who has done loyal and effective work, lately 
in the gruelling conditions of war. They are all honourably “‘ discharged ” from their active 
commands, we hope to a pleasant, well-occupied and long-lasting leisure. 


North-Western Polytechnic 
Prince of Wales Road, Kentish Town, N.W.5 
Principal: \as. G. Docnerry, D.Sc., A.M.Inst.C.E., M.I.Mech.E. 
A COURSE OF LECTURES ON BOOK PRODUCTION 
FOR LIBRARIANS 
will be given by technical experts on FRIDAYS at 7 p.m. during the Spring Term, 1950 
JANUARY 131TH: Opening of the course by Mr. K. G. Hunt, B.A., F.L.A., Chairman of the 
London and Home Counties Branch of the Library Association, and Chief 
Librarian of Hammersmith, followed by the first lecture, THE PARTS 
OF A BOOK. 


JANUARY 27TH: TYPE—HAND AND MACHINE COMPOSITION. 
Fesrvuary : PAPER—MATERIALS AND MANUFACTURE. 
Fesrvuary 247TH: INK AND PRESS WORK. 

Marcu torn: REPRODUCTION AND ILLUSTRATION PROCESSES. 
Marcu 24TH: MATERIALS AND METHODS OF BINDING. 


Fee for the whole course — 5 /- 
Enrolment should, if possible, be made on the first evening of the course, between 6 and 7 p.m. 
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ESSENTIAL BOOKS FOR LIBRARIANS 
AND ALL STUDENTS OF MODERN 
LIBRARY PRACTICE 


BROWN’S Manual of Library Economy. Sixth Edition. Ed. by W. C. Berwick 
Sayers. Illus. 35s. net 
The new edition, extensively re-written, contains all that is basic in professional 
library training, and so provides the corner-stone upon which all specialisation and 
further reading on librarianship can be based. 


BONNY (H. V.) IRWIN (Raymond) 
A Manual of Practical Book Selec- Librarianship : Essays on Applied 
tion for Public Libraries Bibliography 8s. 6d. net 
12s. 6d. net SAYERS (W. C. Berwick) 
BROADFIELD (M. A.) An Introduction to Library Classi- 
Philosophy of Classification fication. Theoretical, Historical and 
12s. 6d. net Practical with Readings, Exercises and 
BROADFIELD (M. A.) Examination Papers 12s. 6d. net 
Philosophy of SAYERS (W. C. Berwick) 
I2s.6d.net Manual of Classification for 
BROWN (James Duff) — Librarians and Bibliographers. Re- 
Subject Classification. With Tables, vised 35s. net 


Indexes, etc. Third edition. Revised : 
and enlarged by J. D. Stewart 30s. net 


BUSHNELL (G. H.) Public Lib 5 

From Bricks to Books | 
| SHARP (H. A.) 

BUSHNELL (G. H.) Cataloguing. Fourth edition 25s. net 

From Papyrus to Print I5s.net = STEWART (James D.) 

CARNELL (E. J.) _ A Tabulation of Librarianship. 

Library Administration |2s. 6d. net Classified Tables for the Arrangement 

HARROD (L. Montague) of all Material relating to Library 

Librarians’ Glossary. Terms used in Economy 35s. net 


Librarianship and the Bookcraft | THORNTON (John L.) 


7s.6d.net = A Mirror for Librarians. Selected 
HOBBS (J. L.) : Readings in the History of Librarianship 
Libraries and Materials of Local | 1Se. net 
History 12s. 6d. net | THORNTON (John L.) 
IRWIN (Raymond) Special Library Methods : An Intro- 
National Library Service | duction to Special Librarianship 

8s. 6d. net | 12s. 6d. net 


THORNTON (J. L.) 

Medical Books, Libraries and Collectors. A study of bibliography and the book 
trade in relation to the medical sciences. Introduction by Geoffrey L. Keynes, M.A., 
M.D., F.R.C.S. 20 plates. 35s. net 
This work should be on the shelves of all medical libraries and large reference libraries 
and in the possession of all individuals interested in medical history and bibliography. 


GRAFTON & CO., Coptic House, 51 Great Russell Street, LONDON, W.C.! 
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FRENCH BOOKS 
ANGLO-FRENCH LITERARY SERVICES 
72 CHARLOTTE STREET, LONDON, W.! 
THE LONDON CENTRE FOR ALL FRENCH BOOKS 


Obituary 

PRANK HAIGH, 1889-1949, whose death we 
recorded briefly last month, had, in his sixty 
years of life—all spent in Halifax—fulfilled the 
conditions of an enthusiastic librarian. Later, 
an able deputy to the resourceful and energetic 
Edward Green, he assisted him in all his enter- 
prises in the manner that every chief appre- 
ciates. When he succeeded Green ten years 
ago he developed his flair for publicising the 
work of his libraries, from a deep knowledge of 
Yorkshire books, in exhibitions, classes, and 
much work, under war conditions, for the 
Forces. He was President of the Yorkshire 
Division of the A.A.L. for two years, and had 
served on its National Council. In the 1914 
war he served in the West Yorks. Regiment. 
He was, like his former chief, a genial, informed 
and companionable man, and by pen in 
numerous articles, had much influence for 


ue ” rd. 


Rosert Bain, 1880-1949. It may be that the 
tormer City Librarian of Glasgow, who was 57 
when he succeeded the famous Septimus Pitt 
in that office, came to it too late to exercise his 
personal powers, which were undoubted, 
outside his native city very largely. But he has 
left in Glasgow, in and out of the Libraries, 
the memory of managing power, scholarship— 
especially in Scottish history and folk-lore— 
and a wide outlook. He was a life-long 
Glaswegian, who joined the Staff at 14, and 
was thus a personal link with Francis T. 
Barrett, who made the Glasgow system. He 
was Treasurer of the Glasgow Bibliographical 
Society for 22 years, and was President of the 
Scottish Library Association in 1936. His 
abiding love is shown in his Clans and Tartans 
of Scotland, 1938. His life was an unusually 
valuable one. 


Personal News 


Mr. George Chandler, M.A., F.L.A., 
F.R.S.A., Borough Librarian, Archivist and 
Information Officer, Dudley, to be Deputy 
City Librarian, Liverpool. 


| 


Topicalities 
Edited by A. G. S. Enser, F.L.A. 
(Tottenham Public Libraries) 

Let’s Start 1950 witha resolution that this year, 
of all years, shall see every effort on our part 
that public libraries not only meri¢ full publicity 
but are conscious of publicity. 

As this is Centenary Year the profession 
Stands to gain immeasurably in public esteem ; 
it can also sacrifice the manifold opportunities 
presented, only far easier. 

Each moment of every day offers public 
libraries a chance to be seized, ignored or 
flagrantly thrown away of giving real public 
service. 

Each and every action in a public library has 
publicity value, for renown or contumely. 

Each and every member of a public library 
Staff is responsible to himself, to his colleagues, 
to his employing authority and to his pro- 
fession in seeing that no word, thought or deed 
is inimical to the prestige of public librarian- 
ship. 

Let us make 1950 a triumphant flowering of 
the seed implanted a hundred years ago. 
THIS MONTH’S CHOICE 

For the second time there is a dual choice, 
both worthy of the highest praise and reflecting 
renown upon the two authorities concerned. 

BRIERLEY HILL’S The Collections of Glass 
... A handlist compiled by W. A. Thorpe, on 
fine paper and beautifully illustrated. As the 
centre of the glass making industry, Stafford- 
shire can’ take pride in this publication. Its 
production is a tribute to the treasures it 
enumerates. 

STOKE NEWINGTON’S Edgar Allan Poe 
Centenary. A monograph, with cover in gold 
Gill on violet, issued to celebrate the centenary 
of one of the greatest American writers. Poe 
attended the Manor House School at Stoke 
Newington between 1817 and 1820, and 
included in the monograph is a most interesting 
article on Poe and his association with Stoke 
Newington, written by Miss Dora M. Buones. 
A tablet commemorating Poe has _ been 
erected at the Central Library. 


HONOURABLE MENTION 


BURNLEY’S Children’s Book Week. A neat 
pamphlet in green on white, issued for the 
children’s book week, December 5th to roth. 
Speakers included H. E. Todd, Douglas Duff 
and Garry Hogg. 
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BURTON-UPON-TRENT?’S Chi/dren’s Book 
Week. Another neat pamphlet in black and red 
on white, and finely illustrated by blocks loined 
by the O.U.P. The book week was from 
O€ober 1oth to 15th, and the speakers 
included L. A. G. Strong, Geoffrey Trease and 
Norman Ellison (‘* Nomad ”’). 

CAMBRIDGE’S Books Bi-Monthly, November 
—December, 1949. A fold-over in black on 
light green. Once more the quotations provide 
delight. 

CROYDON’S The Reader’s Index and Guide, 
October—December, 1949. The well-known 
quarterly magazine in its usual style. Included 
is an interesting article on the literature of 
Travel. 

GATESHEAD’S Chimney Corner, November, 
1949. A quarterly magazine for children, much 
superior in produétion to most adult library 
publications. The notes on new books are 
very readable. 

KENT COUNTY’S New Books, -1u/umn, 
1949. A booklet with cover in chocolate on 
light brown. Full bibliographical details are 
given as well as occasional annotations. 

LEEDS’ The Book Guide, November, 1949. 
Apart from the general excellence of production 
always maintained, the annotations are looked 
forward to because they usually include remarks 
on controversial books. This number is no 
exception, as Intimacy and other stories by 
Jean-Paul Satre is noted. 

TAUNTON’S New Books, November, 1949. A 
fold-over in navy blue Times on blue-grey. An 
article on the library service, with particular 
reference to the use of the photostat camera, is 
excellently written. 


Library Reports 
By Herserr C. SAWTELLE 
(Bermondsey Public Libraries) 
All Reports are for 1948-1949 


CuesteR.—City Librarian, E. H. Mason, 
F.L.A. Population, 47,190. Rate, 5.6d. 
Income from Rate, £9,144. Total Stock, 
$4,325. Total Issues, 330,759. Tickets held, 
14,731. Delivery Stations, 2. 

It is believed that this is the first printed annual 
report in the history of the Libraries. The Library 
building was extended in 1931, and during the past two 
years a threefold change was affeéted. The three main 
departments were changed over, Structural alterations 
made, and the whole building made more attraétive. 
Book stocks were given a thorough overhaul, and the 
outcome of all this re-organisation was a record book 
circulation in the year just closed. Total circulation 
recorded an increase of 98,117. The Reference Depart- 
ment, now brought to the ground floor, where it is 


BELFAST. 
TO LIBRARIANS. 


Opportunity occurs to rent shop in 
busiest Belfast Arcade. Possession 
shortly. No premium. Moderate 
rental. 


Apply :—Owners, Box No. 516. 
“The Library World’’, 51 Gt. Russell St., W.C.1 


more accessible, was more widely used than ever. A 
series of documentary films were shown during the 
winter months to appreciative audiences. 
from November 1st, 
1947, to March 318t, 1949. Borough Librarian, 
Arthur T. Austing, F.L.A. Income from 
Rate, £8,743. Total Stock, 63,151. Addi- 
tions, 8,041. Withdrawals, 3,748. Total 
Issues, 498,122. Tickets in use, 22,025. 

The great event of the period under review was 
the opening in Oétober, 1948, of. the new library 
building. For many years the need for larger premises 
has been apparent and now, at last, a full and up to date 
service is being administered. The new building has 
three times the floor space of the old, and contains a 
separate junior library and a leéture hall. Naturally 
many hundreds of new readers were attraéted by the 
new service, and book circulation increased accord- 
ingly. The Harsnett Library, bequeathed to the town in 
1631, is housed now in a handsome room and made 
available to the public. The Report contains illustra- 
tions of the new Library, and its opening ceremony. 


Dartrorp.—Borough Librarian, Stanley Aitkin, 


A.L.A. Population (est.), 40,000. Rate, 
4.67d. Income from Rate, £5,582. Total 
Stock, 46,013. Additions, 5,326. With- 
drawals, 2,929. Total Issues, 415,913. 
Tickets held, 23,011. 

Book circulation for the year here reviewed was 
the highest in the history of the Library, and represented 
an increase of 34,700 when compared with the previous 
year. The use of non-tidtional books comprised a 
higher percentage of the total issues than in any former 
year. The first full year’s report of the work of the new 
Junior Library provides sufficient proof of its success. 
\pproximately 70 per cent. of the child population of 
reading age are using this service. An overhaul of the 
Reference stock and the replacement of out of date quick 
reference works has resulted in greater use being made 
of the department. 13 Special exhibitions were held 
during the year. 

KINGsTON-U pON-THAMES.—Borough Librarian, 
Harry Cross. Population (est.), 40,780. 
Rate, 3.59d. Income from Rate, £7,987. 
Total Stock, 41,830. Additions, 4,308. 
Withdrawals, 3,635. Total Issues, 400,198. 
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Tickets in force, 28,816. 1 Travelling 
Library. 

Here is another Library \uthority reporting the 
highest ever vearly book circulation 7.$86 morc books 
were issued than in the previous year, Of considerable 
interest is the table of comparative issues, which shows 
that while there was a decline in recreational reading, 
there was a notable increase in the demand for the more 
serious works on religion, philosophy, history and the 
arts, Junior reading shows a slight decline, but there 
was a greater demand for information in the Reterence 
Library. The Travelling Library, visiting three sites 
each week, showed a small drop in issues. Plans are to 
hand for the long-awaited branch library. The 
Librarian arranged an exhibition of charters and other 
documents on the occasion of the Royal visit in 
Oédtober, 1948. 

F.R.S.A. Population (est.), 67,000. Income 
from Rate, £11,031. Total Stock, 89,944. 
\dditions, 8,109. Withdrawals, 3,307. Total 
Issues, §43,770. Tickets in use, 41,450. 
1 Branch. 

Ihe progress noted during the past few years has 
continued, and a new record tn book circulation was 
set up. Total issues were 19,395 higher than in the 
previous year. The Branch Library, which has just 
completed its third year in the new building, accounted 
for over half the total increase. The need for further 
branches is more apparent than ever, and it is hoped 
that this need will be supplied in the not too distant 
future. Attendance at the Usher \rt Gallery numbered 
46,703. 

NorrinGuamM.—Ci/y Librarian, Duncan Gray, 
F.L.A. Income from Rate, £49,375. Total 
Stock, 361,655. Additions, 39,045. With- 
drawals, 34,076. Total Issues, 2,431,120. 
Borrowers, 71,772. Branches, 13. 

Increased aétivity in the Central Lending Library 
and at nearly all of the branches caused the total book 
circulation to rise by 103,812 above the figures for the 
year previous. The Reference Library was more 
extensively used, but consultation figures are shown as 
being below last year’s owing to the faét that the use of 
books on open shelves are no longer included in the 
total. Some farm buildings are being converted into 
a temporary branch library at Old Park Farm. Use of 
the Junior Libraries has slightly declined, but this is 
offset by the increased figures recorded in the School 
Libraries, where great improvements have been carried 
out. 16,715 volumes were rebound in the library 
bindery. 79,534 visitors were recorded at the Museum. 
SaLrorp.—Chief Librarian, T. Noble. Popula- 

tion (est.), 178,100. Rate, 6.62d. Income 
from Rate, £29,124. Total Issues, 1,086,406. 
Tickets in force, 42,002. Branches, 6. 

A room at the Central Library has been recon- 
Sstruéted to contain the “‘ Ghosh Library,”’ and dedicated 
to the memory of Dr. Jotindranath Ghosh, who 


( 


bequeathed his library of 8,595 volumes to the City. 
I'he largest number of readers ever enrolled are now 
using the libraries, and they borrowed the record total 
of over a million books last year. Total circulation 
recorded an increase of 188,922 over the previous year. 
The branch library at Greengates, the first branch to be 
opened, has been discontinued and the service trans- 


ferred to another area. Two part-time temporary 

branches have been opened. 

SwaNnsEA.—Chief Librarian, Leslie M. Rees, 
F.L.A. Population (eSst.), 153,000. Rate, 
6.3d. Income from Rate, £23,176. Total 
Issues, 1,020,142. Branches, ro. 

The lay-out of the Central Lending Library has 
been re-designed, resulting in a more pleasing 
appearance, easier access to shelves and more scope for 
display and Staff supervision. The Junior Library has 
been transferred to a new position, enabling a large room 
adjacent to the Reference Library to revert to its 
original function as a Leéture Hall. A Youth Leaders’ 
Library has been formed in conjunction with the 
Education Authority, and is administered by the Staff 
of the Reference Library. The library in H.M. Prison 
has been re-organised and restocked. 
SwINDON.-—Chief Lo orerica, Harold Jolliffe, 


P.L.A. Population (est.), 67,030. Rate, 
9.8d. Income from Rate, £15,118. Total 
Stock, 67,652. Additions, 10,794. With 
drawals, 3,496. Total Issues, 819,542. 


Tickets in force, 58,881. 1 Branch. 

Mr. Compton Mackenzie opened the new Central 
Library on March 26th last. The new service was an 
immediate success, and further progress is reported 
from all departments. Circulation figures are 108,244 
higher than in the previous vear, and 1,782 new readers 
were registered. The Branch Library, although opened 
only tor a short time in the evenings, had a remarkably 
busy time, in spite of the greater attraction of the new 
Central building. The Libraries took a prominent part 
in the Richard Jefferies Centenary celebrations, by 
arranging exhibitions of manuscripts, first editions and 
much other material relating to the naturalist. Many 
fine illustrations of the new Library are published in 
the Report. 


Round the Library World 


Nores AND News OF NATIONAL, UNIVERSITY 
AND SPECIAL LIBRARIES AND AFFAIRS 

The Brotherton Library, Leeds, has issued 
a 40-page Supplement to Dr. Offor’s Descriptive 
Guide to the Libraries of the University of Leeds, 
1947. The Supplement describes the growth of 
the Libraries from September, 1947, to June, 
1949, and consists in the main of information 
about outstanding books, manuscripts and, 
especially, periodicals which have been added 
during that period. 


The disturbed conditions in the city of 
Calcutta are reflected in a decrease from 17,446 
to 14,291 issues during 1946-47, from the 
Imperial Library, Calcutta. Similar decreases 
are noticed in the use of the Reading Rooms in 
the latest Annual Report, which is for 1946-47. 
On the other hand the Report shows many 
signs of increased attivity and of larger intake 
compared with the previous year. The 
authorities of the University of Calcutta, which 
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opened a Diploma Course in Librarianship in 
July, 1945, decided in January, 1946, to 
suspend the Training Class for the present. 


On the initiative of the Scottish Advisory 
Panel the British Council has made arrange- 
ments for the compilation of a bibliography of 
Scottish literature. The bibliography, which 
will cover all aspects of Scottish life, will be 
under the editorship of Dr. Henry W. Meikle, 
H.M. Historiographer Royal and former 
Librarian of the National Library of Scotland. 


Mr. S. O. Stewart, formerly Deputy 
Librarian of Liverpool University, has now 
taken up office as Librarian of the new 
University College of North Staffordshire. 
Mr. Stewart joined the staff at Liverpool in 
January, 1946, as Superintendent of the 
Harold Cohen Library. 


A useful Hand-List of Incunabula in the 
University Library, Liverpool, has been compiled 
by Mr. David |. Masson and privately printed. 
The list, which is alphabetical, includes 230 
items, and is supplemented by an index of 
printers and places. A fuller catalogue is 
contemplated, which will contain notes on the 
more important volumes, and will record 
previous ownership, manuscript notes and 


so on. 


Durham University Library Report for 
1948-49 intimates that the position is becoming 
desperate so far as shelf space is concerned, and 
that far-reaching proposals for library expan- 
sion will have to be considered within the next 
two years. Expenditure on books at Durham 
will run at least four times that of 1945-46 for 
some time to come. 


The programme for the January meeting of 
the University and Research Seétion of the 
Library Association included a Discussion on 
the Supply of Foreign Books, based on the 
Survey recently compiled by Dr. Marjorie 
Plant, and a Discussion on Library Co- 
operation based on the Easter School held in 
1949 at the University of London School of 
Librarianship. 


The Swedish Institute, Stockholm, has 
issued a bibliography of the more important 
scholarly and scientific works published in 
Sweden between 1939 and 1947. This useful, 
classified, bibliography has been prepared by 


Dr. Gosta Ottervik, with the assistance of 
Dr. Sten G. Lindberg, both of The Royal 
Library, Stockholm, and bears the title Swedish 
Books and Publications on Science, Medicine and the 
Humanities, 1939-1947. It is priced 6.00 
Sw. Cr. 


Compilation of a bibliography of the 
resources of the National Library of Wales in 
the field of Welsh biography has been com- 
menced. So far upwards of 11,000 card entries 
have been made in listing the contents of the 
general library. The foundation collections are 
expected to yield a further three or four 
hundred contributions to the bibliography. 


The Canadian House of Commons has passed 
a budget for the establishment of a Biblio- 
graphical Centre for Canada. The Civil Service 
Commission of Canada is advertising for Staff, 
and it is expected that the Centre will be 
established very shortly. 

Dr. Tokujiro Kanamori, Chief Librarian of 
the National Diet Library, Tokyo, reports that 
the Library has begun to print catalogue cards 
for all books acquired since April 1St, 1949, 
excepting obviously unimportant material. He 
estimates that the number of books acquired by 
the end of March, 1950, for which cards will be 
printed, will probably not exceed 15,000. The 
cards, which may be purchased by foreign 
libraries at 2 cents for the first copy and 1 cent 
for each additional copy, are of Standard size. 
They should be of use to all libraries which 
acquire Japanese works. 


The quadrennial gift of 200 selected books 
from the booksellers of America to the ‘‘ Home 
Library ” of the White House was made on 
November roth to President Truman. The 
‘*Home Library of the White House” was 
initiated in 1929, when the American Book- 
sellers’ Association presented 500 books. 
Every four years since, the Association has 
added 200 volumes. The books selected for 
the ‘‘ Home Library” have to be significant 
but not over-specialised. 

Dr. von Frauendorfer considers that the 
Anglo-American Code has achieved such a 
wide measure of popularity that all librarians 
engaged in reconstructive work after war- 
damage or loss should take the opportunity 
of introducing that code. He is, perhaps, 
over-optimistic or over-enthusiastic. There 
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are many other codes in use in all countries, the 
excluding Britain and the U.S.A., while not 
Latin-American countries almost all favour the 
Vatican rules. It will be a long while yet before 
the A—A Code is universally adopted. 
Nevertheless, his reasoned advocacy should be 
carefully read and weighed. 


The Department of Public Information of 
United Nations, Lake Success, N.Y., has 
issued an_ illustrated booklet on Library 
Services. This interesting pamphlet deals with 
the history, policy, organization and services of 
the Libraries controlled by United Nations. 

The Autumn issue of Harvard Library 
Bulletin is in every way as impressive as were 
earlier issues. Two of its sections at least are 
of international interest and ought to be read 
by all librarians of Universities: ‘' The 
Importance of Rare Books and Manuscripts 
in a University Library,” and *‘ The Future of 
Libraries in Academic Institutions.” 


A Descriptive List of Books 
of Interest to Librarians 
PROFESSIONAL 
Bunter (C. F.), McManaway (J. G.) and 
Wrorn (L. C.) Standards of Bibliographical 
Description. Philadelphia: Pennsylvania 
University Press; London: Geoffrey 
Cumberlege. 20s. od. net. 

\ valuable contribution to the Study of cataloguing 
incunabula and Early English Literature. The various 
catalogues and bibliographies are analysed with a view 
of ascertaining the best form for librarians and biblio- 
vraphers to adopt. In accordance with the curious 
method adopted by many 2oth century scholars, the 
notes instead of being in their proper place below the 
text are relewated to the end of the text, and have no 
page numbers, giving readers a lot of avoidable bother. 
Morison (Stanley) The Typographic Arts. 

Two Leétures. Illus. Sylvan Press. 21s. od. 
net. 

The two well-known essays on Typography by 
Mr. Stanley Morison have been brought together in this 
volume with new illustrations and notes. Untor 
tunately, considering the character of this book, the 
impression leaves something to be desired. The pages 
are grey in tone and do not allow of easy reading. 

GENERAL 
(Violet) Editor. Handbooks — of 
European National Dances. Dances of 
Sweden, by E. Salven; Dances of Switzer- 
land, by L. Witzig; Dances of Czechoslovakia, 
by M. Lubinova; Dances of the Nether- 
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Col. Illus. 


Parrish. 


lands, by E. Bensel. 
38. 6d. net, each. 
Earlier in the year the first four of this series of 
well-illustrated books, containing the descriptions of 
costumes and the music of the various national dances, 
were reviewed in these columns. These books, when 
the series is complete, will go to form a nice colleétion 
which will be representative of European costume in 
colour and useful for reference purposes in any library. 
Ihe origins of the various types of folk-dances are 
described by experts and music arranged for easy 
playing on the piano by Arnold Foster. 
Focal Press. 


BrassAt. Camera in Paris. Illus. 


15s. 6d. net. 

While disclaiming the term “ artist" in a descrip 
tion of himself, Brassai proves, in this colleétion of his 
photographs, that he possesses the artist’s power of 
making the commonplace appear uncommon, of infusing 
the ordinary and the everyday with poetry and 
humanity. Those who like Paris and those whose 
interest is in photography, equally should find this 
book enjoyable. And, for the technician, there is a table 
which contains details of lens, Stops, shutter speeds, etc., 
for cach of the 88 photographs. 

Burton (J. H.) Local Government for 
Everyman. Oxford, Pen-in-Hand. 4s. od. net. 

Written in non-technical language this book is for 
the layman, and furnishes an admirable introduétion to 
the subjeé& of Local Government. The early pages touch 
briefly upon the history of its growth, and the 
rest is devoted to a survey of the various aspects of 
modern Local Government, including the relationship 
between Central and Local Government, the possi 
bilities of reform and whether it is to revive from its 
present decline or become eclipsed. 

Carse (Adam) The Orchestra. With an 
Introduction by Sir Adrian Boult. Col. 
frontis. Illus. Parrish. 7s. 6d. net. 

No one could read this interesting book without 
being impressed by the way in which the present 
excellent symphony orchestra has grown from such 
slender beginnings as the keyboard instrument and the 
basic String orchestra of the 16th and 17th Centuries. 
Mr. Carse has written an authoritative and compre- 
hensive book upon a_ subjeét which has become 
considerably more popular since the war. It is well 
illustrated, with a number of coloured plates. 


DouGuerty (Betty) Your Lino-Craft. Illus. 
Sylvan Press. 8s. 6d. net. 

\ useful addition to the Your Home Crafts Series, 
in which the technique-of the craft is set out clearly and 
comprehensively and well illustrated with diagrams and 
original lino-cuts. 

Evin (Lionel) Introduétion to the Study of 
Literature. Volume |, Poetry. Sylvan Press. 
10s. 6d. net. 

The author has seleéted representative works of 
famous poets, and examines at length their technique, 
giving a fair valuation to each in their place. Mr. Elvin 
is the Principal of Ruskin College, and has based his 
work on leétures given to Students at the College and 
on the discussions of the subjeét which followed. A 
very useful work, which is to be followed by another 
on the Novel and a third on the Drama, 
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(Marjorie R.) Ed. 
Introduction by B. lfor 
Methuen. 8s. 6d. net. 


EVANS 
Victorian Verse. 
Evans. 

Here is a “‘ mixed bag "’ of verse dating from about 
1850 to Kipling and Yeats in the near nineteen-forties. 
There is something in the seleétion to please everybody, 
and Mr. Evans’s Introduétion will help readers to 
appreciate the importance of the work of many of the 
sixty poets here represented. 

GALLERY OF FASHION. 1790-1822. From 
Plates by Heideloff and Ackermann. Intro. 
by Sacheverell Sitwell. Batsford. 6s. 6d. 
net. 

These charming colour plates (printed, by-the-way 
in the Netherlands) are enhanced by Mr. Sacheverell 
Sitwell’s descriptive introduétion, which makes most 
interesting and informative reading. Heidelhoff was 
a master of his art; he drew and coloured the fashions of 
the late eighteenth century and described the English 
influence at that date, Other illustrations are taken from 
\ckermann’s Repository of .1rts. The publishers are 
Starting a new series under the title of Batsford Colour 
Books, of which this volume is the successful first to be 
issued, 

Hake (Humphrey) Swinburne, a Biographical 
\pproach. Frontis. illus. Witherby. 15s. od 
net. 

The mere faét that few have understood the 
charaéter and nature of Swinburne makes the interest 
taken in his life ever fresh. Mr. Hare has successfully 
endeavoured to keep to a happy medium in describing 
the eccentricities and idiosyncracies of the famous poct. 
He has also used care and moderation in describing the 
guardianship of Watts-Dunton over the failings and 
weaknesses which so frequently beset the genius. 
Swinburne’s life at the Pines may have been monotonous, 
but it was safe after the turbulent life led in his younger 
years amongst a welter of people and aétivitics admirably 
pictured by his biographer. 

HoGpen (Lancelot) From Cave Painting to 
Comic Strip. A Kaleidoscope of Human 
Communication. Illus., some coloured. 


Parrish. 21s. od. net. 

The sub-title which the author has appended to his 
main title describes his mass of material on writing, 
printing, arithmetic and similar sciences, covering the 
period from 100,000 B.c. up to the present time. All are 
well illustrated. The progress from the development of 
an alphabet to printing from movable types was slow 
but sure. The mechanical age speeded up every form 
of communication, and at the present time there is 
barely a seétion of humanity to which the piéture and 
the printed word has not penetrated. Mr. Hogben, who 
is well known for his expositions of faéts and Statistics, 
has in this popular volume added considerably to his 
reputation, aided, as he has been, by the admirable 
selection of suitable illustrations furnished by Marie 
Neurath. 
Horrn (Lillie B. and Arthur C.) A Hundred 

and One Things for the Housewife to do. 
Illus. Batsford. 7s. 6d. net. 

From colour schemes and seleéting furniture to 
physical culture and first-aid remedies, the joint authors 
run through a gamut of useful faéts that everyone (let 
alone housewives) should know. The work is a marvel 
of compression, and the many useful hints contained 
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in it cannot fail to please in these busy days when the 

saving of moments is a consideration. 

Lewes (Klares) and Hurron (Helen) Your 
Rugmaking. Illus. Sylvan Press. 8s. 6d. net. 

\ useful little textbook, which in simple language 
and illustrated with many diagrams and photographs 
thoroughly explores the subjeét of rugmaking. The 
book contains an appendix on Dyeing, a list of suppliers 
and a bibliography. 

MARSHALL (Francis) An Englishman in New 
York. Illus. G. B. Publications. Distributed 
by the Foley House Press. tos. 6d. net. 

Exceedingly entertaining both in its text and its 
illustrations, this sketch of New York in all its variety 
takes English readers into a world full of Strange 
aspeéts of life which will open the eyes of those who 
have not yet been there to the widest extent, and make 
them long to take the next flying (literally) visit. 
Reiser (Winifred) Your Millinery. Illus. 

Sylvan Press. 8s. 6d. net. 

This handy produétion will be of the greatest 
interest to all who wish to take up millinery at home for 
reasons of economy or as a profitable hobby. It is full 
of instruétion, and well-illustrated with photographs 
and diagrams, and throughout insists on the observance 
of the golden rules of millinery. Apart from those who 
take this work up in the home, students at art and 
technical schools will tind it a valuable source of 
information. 

Service (Robert W.) Songs of a Sun-lover. 
Ernest Benn. 7s. 6d. net. 

It is interesting to know that the author of The 
Trail of ’98 and The Shooting of Dan McGrew is Still 
capable of giving as much pleasure with his robust 
verses as he did in the past. But this Glasgow-born 
poct, who was to be known as the Canadian Kipling, 
continues to face life with unabated zest and vigour. 
Many younger readers will read these verses, in which 
his tales of the north-west are versified, with great 
insight and wit. 

Too.ey (R. V.) Maps and Map-Makers. Illus., 
some coloured. Batsford. 30s. od. net. 

The author is to be congratulated on this first 
general book dealing with the whole subjeét of the 
history of Cartography and many serious students will 
be helped by this well illustrated work. Mr. Tooley 
traces the history of maps chiefly through the achieve- 
ments of the great map-makers, mainly English and 
Dutch, but also belonging to Arabia, Italy, France, 
Germany and other countries. In the case of England, 
the author goes into greater detail with seétions on 
County Maps, Marine Atlases, Large-scale Maps and 
County Atlases. A full index completes a work that 
will interest all local history antiquaries as well as the 
general reader. 

Tustin (R. E.) Garden Railways. Illus. 
Marshall. tos. 6d. net. 

There are plenty of books on the construétion and 
operation of model railways for indoor purposes, but 
the present work, dealing solely with garden railways, 
will be eagerly welcomed by model railway enthusiasts 
as being up-to-date and authoritative on this special 
subje&. The ten chapters dealing with sites, layouts and 
levels, viaduéts, bridges, tunnels, Stations, signalling 
and motive power. The volume is nicely produced, 
with numerous diagrams and illustrations, and a good 
index. 
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FICTION 
(Erskine) This Very Earth. Falcon 
Press. 9s. 6d. net. 

lhis is the tenth novel of this popular writer, who 
made quite a name for himself with Tobacco Road. The 
present novel is set in a Southern state, where Chism 
Crockett decides to give up the hard life of the farm 
after his wife's death, and more to a small house. In 
doing so he has not much time to give to his three 
daughters and his son, and soon the girls tind themselves 
in difficulties. Out of these comes tragedy and violence. 
The charaéters move in a more complex world, and 
drama, comedy and pathos alternate in the rapid 
fashion that is typical of Caldwell’s earlier work. 
Griyper (John) Flaming June. Jenkins. 

8s. 6d. net. 

This light and humorous novel is in the author's 
usually piquant vein, that makes him popular as a 
writer of the lighter variety of Story in which romance 
is held in check, as well as anything of the tense action 
type. All one can say is that it is chatty, and has a lively 
humour, and will prove just as popular as his previous 
tifteen novels. 

Horver (Sydney) The Beacon Light. Jenkins. 
8s. 6d. net. 

Murder was threatened because the circulation of 
a newspaper was going down. The editor consults an 
infamous W est End tortune-teller, who warns him that he 
should watch a Strange woman who is coming into his 
life. Next day he receives from a frenzied housekeeper 
an article called “ The Beacon Light,’ and he sees in the 
authoress the fulfilment of the prophecy. An editorial 
conference decides that this incredible bilge is just the 
thing to appeal to the masses. So it proves. Sydney 
Horler has grown satirically humorous, and this farce 
should cheer many who need cheering these days. 


MACKINLAY (Leila) Restless Dream. Ward, 
Lock. 8s. 6d. net. ‘ 

The story of Cara Silvaine is only equalled in its 
chequered nature by that of \dah Isaacs Menken, whose 
Story has been called “ the saddest and most romantic 
in the world.” Indeed, the present story ts based on the 
life of that exceptionally beautiful dancer, actress and 
poet immortalised by Swinburne as “the world’s 
delight.”” The author could not resist the temptation to 
use such a theme as her background for this novel, 
which most will tind very interesting indeed. 
Roserts (W. Adolphe) Creole Dusk. A New 

Orleans Novel of the 80’s. Jenkins. 9s. 6d. 


net. 

Yvon Olivier, a young physician, is plunged into 
the romantic dilemma of not knowing what to do about 
two beautiful women he loves equally. This contre- 
temps does not halt his medical career, and his pro- 
fession takes him to fever-ridden Panama, where he 
becomes involved in revolution, plot and counter-plot. 
\n exciting Story against a background of politics and 


social life. 
NEW EDITIONS 
Case (Earl C.) and BerGsmark (Daniel R.) 
Modern World Geography—Economic and 
Social. Revised Edition. Illus. Lippincott. 


21s. od. net. 
rhis geography extending to 746 pages and 
copiously illustrated with charts, graphs and some 


coloured maps, takes no account of political boundaries 
after 1938 as it is considered that any changes resulting 
after the last war are only temporary makeshifts. As far 
as economics and social geography are concerned this 
may be so, but it is doubtful whether a full estimate of 
the millions of displaced persons in war-scarred Europe 
and the consequent shifting of masses of population 
should be overlooked. Nevertheless, as showing the 
trends of modern commerce and details of world 
produétion in raw materials and the distribution of 
these the work is undoubtedly valuable. 


Hitrp (Anna L.) Principles and Practice of 
Needlework and Dressmaking. Fourth 
Edition. Revised and Enlarged by Natalie 
Bray. Illus. Anglo-Scottish Press. 1os. od. 
net. 

The fourth edition of this useful and practical 
book has been enlarged and revised by Natalie Bray, 
the Principal of Katinka School of Dress Designing. 
Even now, owing to the transformation of the fashion 
silhouette and the many new developments in fabric 
and ornament, the whole subjeét is beyond the scope 
of a single volume, but much has been done to clear 
the immediate position, and readers will find the book 
a really valuable help in grasping the position of 
today’s fashions. 


Saki (H. H. Munro) The Complete Novels and 
Plays. Frontis. Bodley Head. tos. od. net. 

This is the second volume, which completes the 
entire work of Saki in two uniform volumes, and is the 
first reprint since 1941. The excellence of Saki’s writings 
and his popularity are unquestioned, and many post-war 
readers will be glad of the opportunity to enjoy the wit 
and craftsmanship which abounds in The Westminster 

and The Unbearable Bassington. 


SreeN (Marguerite) Matador. Falcon Press. 
ros. 6d. net. 

This novel, which was first published in 1934, is 
one of the famous Spanish trilogy, which has been out 
ot print, yet eagerly sought after by the many who like 
Marguerite Steen’s enlightened Stories of Spanish 
chara¢ter and background. ' Although derided by 
\gate in his second volume of Ego, it was warmly 
praised by Ramon Perez de Ayala, and was a Book 
Society choice. 


PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED 


A\CCOUNTANT’S JOURNAL, December, 1949.— 
rHE ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE, Oétober, 
1949. —A.L.A. BULLETIN, November, —1949.— 
BIBLIOTEKSBLADET, No. 2, 1949.--BRITISH 
COUNCIL, 1948-1949.—-BULLETIN FOR  LIB- 
RARIES (UNESCO), November, 1949.— COURIER 
(UNESCO), November, 1949. GLAMORGAN 
COUNTY MAGAZINE, Autumn, 1949.—LIBRARY 
OF CONGRESS, THE GENERAL SPAATZ COL- 
LECTION.—LIBRARY OF CONGRESS, QUAR- 
TERLY JOURNAL, November, 1949.—NEW ZEA- 
LAND LIBRARIES, September, 1949.——-NEW 
ZEALAND LIBRARY SCHOOL, 1950.—ST. 
PANCRAS JOURNAL, December, 1949.—STEEL 
NEWS, December, 1949.—SWINDON REVIEW, 
December, 1949.—TEACHERS OF TO-DAY, 
December, 1949-February, 1950. —WILSON LIBRARY 
BULLETIN, December, 1949. 
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